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A key member of Con- 
gress has warned the na- 
tion’s broadcasters' not to 
; knuckle under to Nixon ad- 
ministration pressure over 
news program content if 
they expect help in easing 
license renewal regulations. 

Hep. Torbert H. Macdon- 
ald . (D-Mass.) also scored 
the administration for play- 
ing on “natural tensions 
that exist between an affili- 
j ate and its network, the 
news centers in New York , 
1 and Washington and the iso- 
lated stations many hun- 
dreds of miles away.” 

Macdonald is chairman of 
the House Subcommittee on 
’ Communication and Power, 
which is scheduled to hold 
hearings this spring on a 
proposed administration bill 
that will call for a modifica- 
tion of present TV and radio 
license rules. He made his 
charges in. a speech pre- 
; pared, for delivery today be- 
i fore . the California Broad- 
casters Association meeting 
in Palm Springs. , 

Macdonald warned broad- 
casters that “this Congress 
is in a rebellious mood,” as 
the result of a “gradual ero- 
sion of the powers" delegated 
to us by the Constitution.” 

“To me,” Macdonald con- 
tinued, “the. Office of Tele- 
communications Policy 
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(OTP) is a striking example | 
of this erosion.” *, 

Clay T. Whitehead, OTP v $ 
director, suggested last >' 
month that local broadcast- 
ers should be responsible £ 
for the objectivity of neb-V> 

, work news programs. At the ; 
same time, Whitehead out-: v* 
lined* administration propos- ‘ I 
als to lengthen license re-V ^ 
newal periods from three to 
five years and other changes 
in the Communications Act . 
of 1934 which would ease 
current FCC rules in that 
area. 

Although Whitehead lias 
claimed that his December 
attack on “ideological plug- 
ola” in network news was 
independent of his legisla-' : 
tive proposals, Macdonald 
wrote in the speech that “if 
the hearing^ and the subse- /j 
quent legislative history of a I /.I 
license renewal bill indicate ; I* 
that broadcasters are willing ' -3 
to give away their news in- 
dependence in order to 
please the government, 
predict there will be little 
sympathy in my committee 
for your case,” 

Macdonald urged the 
sensees, however, to “con- 
tinue to complain to your -Mh 
networks if you think they it} 
are misusing their responsi- 
bility to present the news’ ; 
fairly and honestly.” , 
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— John Carmody ZK 


